hose of us lucky enough to live in the
Yellowstone region rarely step back and
marvel at its diversity, chaos, and unique
qualities.

Despite the perennial stories about Yellowstone
(and other national parks) being “loved to death,”

only two percent of the park is developed. Beyond
the heavily-trafficked figure-eight road system, you'll
find the park untouched, rugged, and spectacular. Its
3,700 square miles are remarkably untrammeled.
Yet not far from the park borders, contro-

How about the rapid explosion of coal-bed methane
wells? In a region where everyone is invested in the
environment, opinions about its management run as
hot and deep as the wondrous thermal system in Yel-
lowstone itself. And like that thermal activity, there
are frequent eruptions.

These different outlooks take place amidst some
of the most stunning terrain on earth. To top it
off, these contemporary environmental issues bub-
ble just a few miles away from the mouth of the
Yellowstone Caldera, an ancient active vol-

versy simmers over development, whether |
for natural gas, oil, coal, or wind. Exten- v B
sive resort construction and the recent :
proliferation of ranchettes are transform-
ing the landscape. Want to start an argu-
ment in Wyoming, Montana, or Idaho?

Ask about wolf reintroduction, grizzly bear
management, fire policy, or grazing rights.

' CANADA cano that, according to some scientists,

UNITED STATES

may be 60,000 years overdue to explode.
The fate of Yellowstone's ecosystem

is fast approaching a crossroads. A wide

range of opinion is taking shape while the

caldera itself shows increasing signs of

life. It's an exciting time to live here.

GRAND PRISMATIC SPRING, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
MOMATIUK - EASTCOTT / CORBIS

From Prehistory to
Contemporary Life

Eleven thousand years of following bison, ber-
ries, and the seasons ended for native peoples
in the 1800s, as America came looking for gold,
farmland, and a manifest destiny. Only five of
some two-dozen American Indian tribes that trav-
eled Yellowstone’s trails were granted land here,
collected onto three reservations.

“Our Shoshone people have ancient connections
with Yellowstone. Many tribes were drawn to the
heated waters that come from deep in the earth.
Water is a great conductor of the spirit world,
and the spiritual presence of this ancient water
is especially strong.”

—Ren Freeman, Director, Eastern Shoshone Museum

and Heritage Center, Fort Washakie, WY

BIGHORN MEDICINE WHEEL AT SOLSTICE

TOM MELHAM
| E ‘
?JL%?S?.“‘AFN%EETVWGEE]?"XIE‘\‘/ESF%*JK”@LH‘““'A’;‘ i e g 110°w 109 Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument
“ \ = ol Silence prevails over the 1876 battlefield where
A @ (Bl \ Sitting Bull's coalition of warriors overwhelmed
St ¥ . 4 = .\ AP = AL -~ General Custer's Seventh Calvary in the most
S e, 7 /Madison Buffalo tlump @ i ‘ \ famous massacre of America's Indian Wars. To
VEEVS .. 7 SN “—Stdie Parko © —\1\6&“\’@\ M sense the war whoops and the dying' moans,
W PSP § T o /¢ ~ joi i 2
kb I f \' > . = N2 g _Pictograph Cave State Park and - join Crow interpreters for a narrated tour.
A 7 Q UK b |
‘ \ ! -9 K S JEE S e ional Monument S~ Billings* |
- s { 3 =) Tt =\ enerations of hunters left behind their wa
e 5 ; 3 e Y Genetations of hunters left behind th ||_,__k/70 ‘
J ,L :\ /40 ‘\ ) PA-YHCER! P Y art, arrqwheads, and even Eskimo harpoon A3 |
P Ao 18 | \ e &/ N Bozgman i tips acqulred through inter-tribal tradb z "/ /& ‘ Crow Agen%@
e — v SN TS e = ; = k TR T \ Crow Fair
NG o) N2 7 i i > > ~ AN A <
} 5 1= T } =z ¥ \ 4 - 74 l X
| S - Ve > \ 0 13 = , ;; < ckow INDIAN
f’ ! 7 8 ‘Fr;/u's[ o Q> e g T"”“ \{
o > ) K vE *Pryor
# ’| r /// \w\\ | /Qirginia —w +Q— o - O N T A N ;A : _5 Ty’ \ ‘\
| v 3 Ne=inger b e b g A
| :\/_/ II ¥ ',;9'~— ‘k.Cltz * o :“ L7 féw‘ \,\/ ‘I,A / 1 RES‘\\E,VATION
L& 7 /e \ X - ; N J i
A 7 ’ \ N # ~ % & LA -
‘ 7 Lo : B 5 ) Q?' - Granite nﬂ?% . Chief Plenty COups State Park 44 i ~2254’lq4/
7 %? (L ascd i J s .p-lf e Medicine Spnﬂg on this former Q-& ¥ g
=y o CE - P | N A i ‘.homestead of Chief Plenty Coups invites = ol AW AT
lt;‘f’év BP9 AN | By | o e = | T f ~:Zeveryone to-meditate upon-theirshared s N,
1 4 )
I \ a ISR ) © occupation of the West. tThe revered | o) A
-7 | \ : e LI F &g £ B Apsaalooke chief chose 'diplomacy over | > |
“ 2 r i =) 3 |
b l ; ) r ” 4 Vi ey _ — war tojprotect reservation lands coveted 5 0 2 z
ling ‘ Sk ; ) Vi ) e g - by'settlers/and railroad builders. Bl %
| Nez Perce Historic Trail X : 4 o /AN~ I i 2y “a 5 X2 o Medicine Wheel .+ - 3
| The Nez Perce escaped the U.S. Cavalry b 4 _,}'_‘i,;.‘. = ‘ Ao /f 8\ L/';),_,, i ‘ h“"’obsesfv‘i't'ﬁfy oaf’ g-':s“?'(t)hogfy::rr-colﬁ
r ~ — . F s 4
| glon':%:‘; Kgll‘ssftﬁ: rgr;r;n%hae bat;lreeat \I...:' 3 ~.- \l~"- (\ \\ \ g o l/ the sun at the summer solstice, ol
¥ a eadqy Y ¥ 1 2\ % WP
. overtaken just Short of refuge at the D -—~ " hmﬂ'l‘rm'f’Peak @Plams‘indlan
i Can\qdlan h.ol‘der \\ ‘ '._“r" o o : ‘ f" I Cllndl;seum!:owwow ;
.""‘*-" J \ o | 4 “ , .
SN 3 i dain® AN i J e “ There’s a powerful feeling at our most sacred
N } i\ 7 i i ‘ 4 RADY r places, such as the medicine wheel in the
S5 4’/ -0 I ‘ el : | e s : ! Bighorn Mountains. My grandfather told stories
R ‘ / Mt. Sheckcond - 4 o about how the medicine wheel used to be much
F g | g
< '\*“I ‘ / "‘:‘-\VIVlnd River I‘ dian Reservation o taller than it is now. But people took rocks from
4 P . I L, _The Eastern Shoshone and Northern A,ap#ho ‘ the wheel, maybe to take that feeling with them.
amas adows Battlegroun g Colter Bay Vlsdor Center i i
.M —Kez Percé braves captured grazing ’ anid (ndianfArusagts /1 . | tribes share this 2.2 million-acre Indian Res- | We need to have respect, not just for Indian
[N g mufes in a midnight raid in 1877. - 2 sk ke a0 12, ervation north of Lander. The reservatiopwas -~ —— sacred sites, but for every place.”
& my o T W 4
g The cavalry caught up with them but \ T skills alongside historical.colleetions + /{' olished in 1864 through the Bridgef-Teton | ) ) .
4 i € of American Indian mﬁs PRV wlth the US. government. .~ I —Jackie Yellowtail, coordinator, Apsaalooke Tours,
the natlves prevailed, e!scaplné into % i Ko . Cinatts Avzerien, VT
Yellowstone Park with the captured pack S a* Jacksqmw - N ] ‘ gency,
| t | § Y i Lake ] ¥ j.‘ r..-- 1'" | \ |
animals. 7 . N e i f o
! 2 - s 0 i i W B ok : | “Like gatherings of the old days, people come
\ b2 4/ O -+ ] ¢ g el { yS, p_ p_
il & <, ff ‘ l,"tT. | ety from all over to our powwow. Dancing is the
s { = F ; . . .
‘ BT - | Thermopolis® \ | heart of the powwow, which includes horse
ST °5 ¥ fad .-'L. ol P \ P J
=20 S i a7 e plheid |1 R g T e relays, traditional games, and parades. Our
[ .‘rdaho Falls 7. 004% oy VT.; o"r : RN S8 yS, - g ’ P ]
. ¥ \ CR j q,, o IND RIVE R 4 traditions bring back the old ways, the old times,
/ 721 X o AL Monument to Father Pierre Jean "< and keep our religion and our language alive."
4 /o \ ® "P.l‘ DeSmet._ L 2" WYb M 1 N G .
- / r I - 7 A i ' s \ —Delbert Farmer, elder, Shoshone Bannock Tribes,
N\ ye \ - £ ‘DL The Jesuit | mlssronary celebrated . -7 < (&) Fort Hall. ID
ol 34 \ I D A H O < It Wyoming's first mass here and beCamé . INDIAN I ‘, ’
o r P
-7 74 oBla.ck‘foot c r A et pediator between g ]J S qﬁd‘ S B SHOSHONE INDIAN DANCER ON THE WIND RIVER INDIAN RESERVATION
N Shoshorgla: s H]ALL ; s native trlbes % i F{ E “/J* Ocean Ldke. P P JEFFVANUGA
\ s Banng \ » w f ‘ ' [ ‘ i 1 r
lm:han Fest_lvalm.‘ Sho’shdrﬁe Bannoclk Carrbogt;ol\;n"1 £ 9; o R E S E REVtA TION ‘ ~3
=S = S K ; astern o B
’14} ’ HprtHall veAmu:r(r; m e/ e ] }» R g ':' e.-r W '-*' ie @ S .Riverton | |\ - o
an, afte their or=l changed. AT, o trowheart‘Bu .' Indian Days | \
" /, L\ oy 2 255 . © _‘B__‘ w Chief Washakie dei!gL ﬁ.éraw adver- )y ‘
v INDIAN ‘Pocatello N N ; i sary Big Robber in a -man fight to - \
X \ el Ne”, W | e ; @ the death here in 1866 “The Shoshone +Lander w
/ & ¥ L > victor extracted the heart from the dead \
1 \ P . \ ‘ T Crow leader and paraded it an the point |
N RESER|\IAT10N e ! |(of a lance. )
i X S A TN T\ el A R S ALt |
X _ A\ L ST T Y A b 4 IJ\NDERROAD TeoSESl @ rt
3 l L Tl N ‘|\ r -~ o (v
\ ! SP! 2z RS
\ , ‘<\\>2—~- l‘ \ 1| T o
| Iy AL
| N,ationall’Oregon-Callfprma Trail Center WSt £l
) This historically rigorous and technlcally\ ¥ ‘ £ TTECUTOFF - " RVl
| = = - ‘creative interpretive center lets you O e S AR
TSN expeyi’ence the challe’nges of America's “ 1WMontpelier! W L= b
\\ great westward migration of the mid-- LA ,/,’/’ g |
~ 18005 Bounce through virtual trail ruts . ‘ Py (@) Historic L _SEGalitornia ol
in'a covered-wagon simulator and end el e . ;
your'day on the trail qy swapping stories ) 45 @) Festival = = = Mormon Trail
N around an artificial campflre Bear o _‘/,’ €% Museum . - NeeRereSireal
= S LT T et ”**w‘r = —— 220 GRS N
\\ { B —T;‘I: QO Other point of interest Oregon Trail
TN ur A ‘\‘\ o SCALE 1: 2,000,000 S M Other trails
N i W ) 0 mi 40
N 1] S : . 1 . )
?C‘b, ///" \i i rlll ’—_3-\ —oim 40
’ o N % \ R |5 o T, ! 1
J TtL o /l" ! X y Xe B a
| = kS L iy Rock Springs, ——~4 B ey 4

r

eserves J
n, Montana : D, i s
here th Prairie
1S th:bt gutifal ol Wouniaing
mee

lobby; Iock still keeps train time in th|s——d-\B°:emq N ivingston SWFFf GRASS Columbus Historic Downtown Red Lodge ‘
1920¢ grand hotel built by the Chicago, (o) Livingston TN | a2 e Broadway's 1890s architecture 5t
~ Milwdukee and St. Paul Railroad: 191 Farmers Market . Downtown Livingston 7 . ‘ survives intact largely because
¥ DN f= 4 K E) Artists and fly casters have- superseded oliety y fﬁgelop'meir:‘t ,dl?dtifo?_gsvtvghlf —
Ennis L { ahuuap [ (HASER 5 dandly dancers and cow punchers in'this T Pryor* r°a pnnes ']I_ de "h ald o
3 ) Yesterday's Rostaurant__ old'railhead. The Northern Pacific-depot| / 21 310 R S G TR0 e 4
BEAVERHEAD Vlrglma City Creameryo > E& Soda Fountain * /¥ is now a gallery, and the last remnants | ‘\ : ) doutigtovm bu:glnﬁs thrlve; v:_ith
(a1 | Vlrglnla ) s /' of'the cattle trade are the angling shops " tgstoulriztss andishops catering
\ City Q | Big® =7 'ﬁ that seII calf tanls to fIy tiers. ‘0 2> < ]
| *Bannack Sky J £ - .7 RedLodge” .B;eoa: Frech Ay & .
Virginia City Historic District - J f L3 CARBON ‘ 3§¢
| Virginia City (pop. 150), now the State 191 85 Buns 'N'Beds 212 7 \ | '
\ Grdiner . : Silver pnh.O,‘ Colter Pass : .

A Dark Horse Books

Emwimpéw

JEFFERSON 'p 87 SF
‘ 3 3
5
\ ‘ ,5

2 Serving as-a community cultural
BI kf f center, this store is well-stocked with k2
9 do * books by regional authors about ST

Local L|V|ng

The Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture’
Bozeman'’s.teputation as a regional hub for
arts and culture owes much to the Emerson
& Y Center's year long schedule of events, exhibi-
/tions, and studlo classes.

ig Timber

Vibrant and Historic
Communities

With one foot in the past and one stepping into
the future, Greater Yellowstone’s friendly towns
are base camps for exploring wide-open spaces
and wild places.

“You can take quite a tour just focusing on his-
toric hotels, from the Gallatin Gateway Inn, which
once linked tourists arriving by rail with coaches
bound for Yellowstone National Park, to the Irma
Hotel in Cody where Annie Oakley, Calamity Jane,
and Frederic Remington all stayed. This area is
rich with historic downtowns that offer a glimpse
into the past."

—Fv Diehl, owner, Chamberlin Inn, Cody, WY
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Geotraveler Tips
Beyond the National Parks Watchable Wildlife businesses know that you care about the conservation To deter an aggressive bear, carry bear spray (available in
For every day that you vacation in the national parks From grizzly bears to wolves, the Greater Yellowstone is and preservation of open lands and that the wildlife gateway communities). When camping, store all food in
spend a day at the nearby Shoshone or Caribou-Targhee home to the full complement of native predators. Wildlife and endless space have drawn you here and will bring bear-resistant containers or hard-sided vehicles.
National Forest, or visit a local community such as Cody, prefer the early morning and just before sunset, and to you back. A follow-up email or letter to lodging or dining .
WY or Driggs, ID. Government, businesses, and conserva- catch them through your binoculars, a spotting scope, or facilities encourages their stewardship. Climate and Preparedness ] _
tionists can suggest tips on trails to hike, scenic byways a camera, you should too. Bone up with your field guide, , The Greater Yellowstone Region sits in a high elevation
to drive, and wildlife to watch. and respect the animals from at least 100 yards— Land of the Grizzly Bear mountainous landscape where weather conditions can
especially bears. Likewise, keep your distance from other The famous grizzly bear inhabits much of the Greater change abruptly. While the coldest months are typically
Get Out of Your Car humans looking for the same animals. Yellowstone. Once on the verge of extinction the grizzly December through February, snow can fall at any time
Spend time away from your wheels. Whether walking to . . is now rebounding thanks to aggressive conservation of the year. Check the local weather report daily, inquire
a geyser, hiking to a mountain vista, or touring a Business and Stewardship measures. Basic precautions can help to keep you safe about road closures—especially November to May—and
museum, the sights, sounds, and smells of Greater By patronizing distinctive businesses in the gateway com- when hiking in grizzly country: Hike in groups of two or bring appropriate clothing for sudden weather changes.
Yellowstone are best experienced on foot. munities on the outer edge of the Greater Yellowstone, more people. Avoid h|k|n_g at nlg'ht. Make your presence Always tell someone where you are going and when you
you are helping towns that are essential for a quality known to bears by clapping, calling out, or singing. This is expect to return. Carry plenty of water and food, arm

visit. These communities have unique character. Let local

especially important around streams and on windy days.

—C.J. Box, novelist, Wyoming

BLAIR LAKE, CONTINENTAL DIVfUEt'
PEGGY HAMLEN

At Home in the
Landscape

Now that the gray wolf is back, Greater Yellow-
stone is again home to the full complement of
animals that Lewis and Clark might have seen
here on their voyage of discovery.

"Visiting, recreating, or living here, we have to
alter our behavior—we can’t expect wildlife to
change how they act just because we’re around.
Bears, for example, have remarkable memories.
One bag of potato chips at a campground or one
bowl of pet food left outside can put that place
permanently on the bear's mental map of places
| go to look for food. That's how wild bears be-
come problem bears."

—Libby Scott, animal curator, Grizzly and Wolf
Discovery Center, West Yellowstone, MT
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Shaping a Monumental
Landscape

Yellowstone’s geyser basins, such as Old Faith-
ful, and hot springs point to the presence of
molten rock not far, in a geologist’s view, below
the surface. Other forces of nature are power-
fully in evidence—mountain-forming upheavals,
glaciers, and wildfires that scorch and revitalize
natural systems. Snowmelt from Yellowstone’s
high country becomes streams that wind through
volcanic terrain to feed the Snake, Missouri, and
Green Rivers.
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of the largest volcanic eruptions known on

Earth happened here. The most recent of these
formed the Yellowstone Caldera, the depression
where most of the park's 10,000-plus geother-
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yourself with maps and a compass, as well as a first aid great in June, but the sun can scorch at 105° in July— The Yellowstone Book Pack
kit, flashlight, and again, bear spray. and reach down to -30° with fifty mile an'hour winds in A well-rounded geotraveler is also a well-read geotraveler.
L . . February. Visit during Greater Yellowstone’s highs and These books reveal the region’s personality, illuminate its A_Q\J ths;%‘ NATIONAL
Thlnklng of Ownlng a Home in Greater lows before settling in for the long haul. history, and portray its natural life: Where Rivers Change [=) A
Yellowstone? i . i Direction (Mark Spragg), Hawks Rest (Gary Ferguson), et
If you're considering relocating to Greater Yellowstone, Yellowstone National Park in the Winter A Naturalist's Guide to Grand Teton and Yellowstone ‘:4, k2 Q';? G EOG RAPH IC
consider living in town rather than in a rural subdivision Winter is an amazing time to visit the Park. Yellowstone’s National Parks (Frank C. Craighead, Jr.), Silence and APS
or ranchette. These newer places fragment working snow-covered landscape lends itself admirably to cross Solitude: Yellowstone's Winter Wilderness (Tom Murphy),
ranches and wildlife migrations and degrade air and country skiing, snowshoeing, photography, and winter Jackson Hole Hikes (Rebecca Woods), Montana: The Last
water quality. By choosi%g a home in to%vn you will help wildlife viewing. Snowcoaches provide an environmen- Best Place (Kittredge & Smith), Letters From Yellowstone mﬁ;gﬁ;ﬁ EESS’FEBTBF;%“&"‘“AD‘ZQEQF%% 33?.%2‘4’??3{? SOF?TKMRIII)[?I',I’E-\
to conserve the qualities that make this region so special tally friendly way of accessing the pa_rk in winter. Check (Diane Smith), The Grand Tetons (Margaret Sanborn), INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FORTROPICAL AGRICULTURE (CIAT); UMD
(and you're less likely to find a gtizzly bear wandering the Yellowstone National Park web site at www.nps.gov/ Travels in the Greater Yellowstone (Jack Turner), and John GLOBAL LAND COVER CLASSIFICATION, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND;
through your backyard). Further, take the Greater yell or gateway community chambers of commerce for a C_olter: His Years in the Rockies (Burton Harris). To make UNEP-WORLD CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE AND IUCN;
Yellowstone weather into account: The climate might feel list of snowcoach tour operators. nights in the tent a bit spookier, read the essential Yel- U-S. BUREAU OFTHE CENSUS.

lowstone mystery novel, Free Fire (C. J. Box).



